
ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Minutes of the Annual General i'teeting held at
Saturday 27th June 1992 commencing aL 2.00 pm

2869/ 1/RJS
(25 "8,92)

ttre Bonnington Hotel, Lond,onr on

Preserrt: J A Leach MBE (President), A E Ransome (Chairman): P H M Hillier
(Treasurer)

Vice Chairmen
M 5 r,,.latts fAdminlstration), tl hr J Lewis (Development), i\i R Holt (Public
Relatlons), L A Chatwin (Cornpelitions), P Day (Selection)
Hon Life l{embers
i,lessrs C J Clemett, R J Crayden, K T 0 Ponting, l,irs D iui Stannard, A E Upton, K

l'IattsrAJHl'Iickens
Vice Prgsident,s
d ffiaei;-fT Chatwin, B G Fretwell, D N Tyler, H E Pearce, I{ J Webb

Aceredit,ed Repr-esentatives - .County .Associalions
Avon(}4rs.lr-r,land),Berkshi19(t,|rBHa11iday),
gr"ki.gi."*"r,ir"-iU" n blebb), Cambridgeshire (l'tr p Day)r Cheshire (ur t Vardon)t
Clevelind (Mrs J Ransome)r. Cornwait (Mrs A P Archdale), Derbyshire (Mr L

Allvrood), Devonshire (Mr K T 0 Ponting), tlampshlre (Mr H Albery), Hertfordshire
(I,lr H G Stevens). Isle of l"light f i'{r 

'.I Prean), Lancashire (l'4r A E Upton) r

Leicestershire (l{r'}{ R Holt), UiOafesex (}"lr M Close), Northamptonshire (l{r K J
Ivlarchant), Nonthumberland (U" A Drapkin) 7 Nottingha:nshire (l(r I''1 Allsop) r

Shropshlru (ll" G I,{ G Twiss), Sornersei (ll"' A L Seward), Staffordshire (Mr M

egan), Suffork (t{r H F J Nevrman), Sur:"ey (Mrs G McCulloch) r Sussex (Mr c T

Hytand), Ifal,rlckshir"e (Mr S Parc), Wiltshire (I'lr D M Parsons), t''Iorcestershire
(}[* D Young), Yorkshire (Mr E,Hil1)
Aceredited Represen,tatives - Non-County Local League
None
Aecredited Representatives - Local L-eagues

L rrlatts), Derby (Mr ll Allsop) ' 
North

Herts (Mr J.lermyn), Si;gh (Mr G Tri-mming), I'fembley/Harrow (tlr c Walsh), York
(Iir R C Scruton)

Mr K Eliot, Irlr T Gadsby, I{r G Taylor and Mr P Roden (National Councillors), l'irs

K Tonge (Regional Ctui"*an)r.ur M Hantey (Tournaments Commit,tee)r.Mr^.R Habgood

(Publle Relations committeej, u" J uood (Editor, Table'Tennis News)' l1r and Mrs

D Schofield (Cheshire), Messrs M Bawden, B Granger (Essex), [-{"." E Prean (Isle
of Wight), l.tr J Randal1 (Middlesex), Ms 6 Uacfariane (ttrarwickshire), I'{r B Clark
(Suffoft)i ltt"s F Chatwin (Derby)r' Mr K l{uhr (Milton Keynes), Mrs D Jermyn

(North Herts), lrls p Lauder (Bomford)r l{r J Fairweather (Thames Valley)'-}Ir-.D I
Turner (Bournemouth), l,{rs C Lewis (Brislol), Mr J ldoodford (Eastbourne), i{r D

Newton (Clvil Service), I'{r T Inge (Parapleglc TTA)
In Attendanee
ffi-ETffiTChief Exeeutive), Mr R H Sinclair (Generar secretary)'
l,ir R.J Stevens (Finance 0fficer), tlr C R 0akman (Events Manager)

iiir A E Ransome (Chairman) welcomed all present and took the chair'

1. REPORT OF STANDING ONDERS COMMITTEE (DOCIJMENT 2803/ 1/AW)

0n a mction by It" D{ D l{aits, seeonded by Mr A E Upton, the report' was

adopted.
STANDING OBDERS (DOCT'MENT 28A\/1/AW)
Standing Orders as eireulated were aceepted.
TELLERS
It, was proposed, seconded
appointed TeLlers for the
not take pant ln debate.

2.

and agreed that Mr C A Burden and I4r K Eliot be

meeting. They were reminded that Tellers eould

2J.

/eontinued
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4. APOLOGIES FC;R ABSENCE .:.
Apologies for absence had been received from the following: !{r A K Vint
OBE (Hon Life Viee President), I,{r E G lrlhite (Hon Life Member), Mr G R Ya'tes
(Hon Li-fe l'lember and Vice Chai-rrnan), Messrs I R Cr"ickmer, H Flinton, E

Jones MBE, L !I jones, D J Moss, A hl Ship1ey, D R Trermyne (Vice
Presidents), llessrs C Villiers and FI i'Iolman (Vlce Presidents - eleet), t'tr S

J Sneyd (Depuiy Chairrm.:), I'lesirs T OrFlynn (Oxon), L J Smith (Glos), B E

Spicer (Sussex) (National Councillors), Mr A Catchpole (Buckinghamshire),
!{r.and Mrs L Darne}1, Mrs G Sqgier (Essex), Mr J Blackband (English Schools
TTA)r Durham TTA. British Sports Association for Disabled, Womenrs Royal
Navy TTA.

5, MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL'GENERAL MEETINC HELD 6TH
2667 / 1/R.TS )

5,1. t'{r C ir Burden (Vice Presideni;) proposed and Mrs J L
acceptairce of the minutes. Document 2667/ 1/RJS was
a true recorC"

JULY 1991 (DOCTMENT

Watts (Avon) seconded
agreed and signed as

T. MIlIU,itiS CI SPECIAL 3S-E:]AL MEETTNfi I{ELD 6?H JULY 1991 (DOCIMENT 2669/1/RJS)
7.1. I'fr A E Upicr, '.L:fe l',e;nber) proposed and Mr C A Burden (l.Iice Presidenl)

seconcled a.r.'cep:en3e of . pt"ie miputes. Docuneni 2668/ 1/RJS r.Ias agreed .and
signed as a- ir;.ie recor,,-!"

8. MATTER$ AII:SI1,:$
lione. ''' . , .. ,

g. REPORT OT THE I1.I.I{AGEMENT COM,II?TEE
At this point the President, ?SSUrrr€d the chair and intimated thab he would
Bo thror"rgh the repor'c se..etion by section. The following points arose
during discussion:

9.1 " Introduction Hr J ?rean (Isle of irlight) expressed fears that the
Associatlon ti-ari hee"ding fcn substantial l-osses. He furlher commented
that although e::pressi-ons of deep gr"alitude had been expressed to the
staff etc he :ieLi that this was inadequately expressed by pay rises of 2%

which was not et'en in line with inflation. Thc Chairman disputed the
figures anC said that, 10f, had been paid over 18 months, an avera1e of 6%

per annu.T, Mr Prean said that only 47, had been paid in the last year.
9.2. Finance l,ir D Young (CounLy Ctianpf-onships) drew attention to the much

appreeiated assj.stance given by Halex to the County Championships. In
reply to queslions tne'CIrief Exeeutj.ve confirmed that the Dunlop/Jaques
table con+.ract r:as in dispute, but negotiations vrere progressing.

9.3. Ad,mj,nistraticrr I'ir 'l Prean asked if llr C R Oakman had been engaged at a
;eE.fy hlghel-ihan ttidt advertised. He was toi,i he had not. He further
asked if it was trur: that t"ir Oalcrnants, busine'ss i-nterests had been taken
ovbr by the Chai.i'man ? s busi:ress interest . The President ruled the
quesiion out of order'. The President said that full assuranees had been
reeeived .f:"om t'lr Oak:nrn, 4bogt, .his -busj.ness interests. Mrs J L watts
(Avon) re.'e:"r'eC Lo -standing Orders 5 "2 and 5.3 and asked that the
Standing Crciers gor-erning the number of t,imes and length of time a person
was enLi.Lled Nc speal< be observt-:d" i,ir ti Al1sop-. (Derrby) regretted the
non-pubiica3ioir of the address book ,1991/92. In'ieply l,1r M D lfatts (VC '

Admiirisi:r'aticn) reporled that despite five requests for the necessary ..
informa'ciop Lo ccmpilc the arldress book, much r.,ras sti11 outstandi.ng atti'
t'he erd ut' Floltembei', and then the offiee beeame 

''extremely 
busy Aue to 

,

many eveni;s i;a,-king p"race. I,ir I'i Flolt (VC Administrati-on-e1ect) saj.d that
a nel{ acrdress 1is; ucurld be published as early as possible, hopefully in
earj-y. Sep'l;ernber, bui stressed that 14 counties and 123 leagues had not
yet, r"eplied w.itkr the :"equisite information. i{r ivi D l",ratLs reported that
bhere had been only a slight cielay in circulating the lhnagement
Cornmitt,ee Reporl: o;ri-ng to a wish to avoid tr*o expensive mailings,
otherr*ise ti-ie tinele.ble t'ras as in previ-ous 5rqsl.s. Mrs J L Watts (Avon)
proposerl anrj l'1r T Gadsby (Derbys) seconded rnoving to next business.
Carried.

/continued
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9.4. Special Presentatio4 The Presiden! " reporiea that I{r G R Yates (Life
i{ember) hed request,ed that a table tennis table, bearing his name, should
be presented to a elub in Bo1ton. i.ir A E'Upton (Life Membor) and I'lr J
Prean (Is.Le of lf!-6ht) paid tribute to I{r G R Yates.

9.5. 0bituary Ir'r tl D. ldatts (V/C Administration) apologised for the
of Mrs G tlatts, Iate uife of Mr K $Jat,ts (Life t'iember).

9.6. Tournaryents the meeting rroted the omission of MidrJlesex being
star status.

9.7, Calendar tlorking PFrty The Chaiiman paid tribute to Mr C A Burden (Life
ffirtne as Chairman of the C$lP after long and
meritorious service. Mr J Preah endorsed his remarks. Mr C A Burden
suitably replied.

9.8. Ranklng Scheme Mr J Prean lielt that some players were not happy vrith lhe
system, especially re6arcling Losses, and found it, demoralising. He

attrlbuted the deeline in Junior tournament entries, stated to be 15/,r to
ehanges in the rankixrg syetem agatnst which he had umrned earlier. In
reply I-!r L A Chatr,rin (VC Compet,ltlons) said the Management Committee had
agreed tho system and that, they should be }ooking for quality play rather
than quantJ.ty. ile agreed sorne decline in entries, but could not define
the cause due to the recession ete. l{r M D lfatts (VETTS) felt that VETTS

results should only appLy rrhen the opponenl was also a veteran, rather
than a junior. The Chairman took the opportunity to congratulate the
English VETTS on winning seven goLd medals in bhe World Vets
Championships in Dublin recenfly.

9.9. IIational Coaching Seheme ltr K }"iuhr (lolilton Keynes) said hotrpleased
was bo see thc improvement in the number of registratlons and awards.
urged encouragement fon ethnie minorities in all areas of the sport.

9.10. l&.rkcling Mr R Scruton (NUBC) felt that more mention should have been
made of the contribution made by East Yorkshire Borough Councll. The
Chairman eonsidered thal the wording r"ras sufficient but relter"ated his
appreciation for this support.

9.1 1 . European Charnpionships Mr J Prean asked hovr the 19th Eut"opean
Championships in Birmingham ln 1994 would be funded. The Chairman gave
detalls of the three major sources of support. The President paid
Lribute to the Cha.irman and his team in negotiating the finance at such
short notice.

g.12. ir,Ui" ilnn-:" iy""" I.ir J Prean expressed himself very unhappy r.rj.lh the
magrzina, ej.tirtg spelling mistakes, poor coverage of events etc and
censorship. He felb. that r+hen t{r C R Yates was editor the magazine was
infinitety better. I'ir lrl_ Holt refuted any suggeslion of censorship. A

magazine could always be improved but unpaid offieiaLs were hutmn and
mistakes would occur. In a recession advertislng lras always the first
to go. He felt things were improvlng. Mrs E Pnean (Isle of l,Iight) and
Iuir l{ Allsop (Derby) gave instances of alleged censorship" Mr G Twiss
(Shropshire) and Mr K Iuluhr (I"lilton Keynes) said fhat they had articles
r"ejeeted -in the past, but aeeepted this was an editorrs right and did
not constitut,e censorship.

9.13" Statist,icq I'1:, J Prean negretted that some of the results shown were
inaccurate and others,left out. l.trs E Prean regretted that the names of
players appearing for England for: the first time had been omitted. The
Chai.rman,apologised for tire omissi.ons. Mr K t.'luhr.was disturbed at the'' fall in.membership figures but felt that thc Foeus Sport,Programme would

:_ help to address this. although results would not be immediate.'9"14. Adoption of Report Mr H E Pearce (Vice President) congratulated the
l4anagemenl Cornrniitee on the report amj moved the aceeptance of the
l,lanagement Committee Reporlr, with I'{r Fi Close (l4idd.lesex) seeonding.
Agreed. The Presldenb handed the chair back to the Chairman. At Lhis
point, the AGl,l r"ras adjourned for a Special General Meeting to be held.

10" REPoRT 0F ELECTTON 0r CHAIRMAN, DEpUTy CHATnMAN AND TREASURER Fon SEASoN

1992/93 (DOCrrMEr{T 2764/ 23/ AW)
10"1. The report was noted recording the eleetion of l{r A E Ransome as

Chairman, Mr L A Chatwin as Depuly Chairrnan and lolr P Hillier as
Treasurer foy' season 1992/3.

'':. rr":r:".,.,

2869 / 1 /RJS
(25.8,92)

omission

granted 3

he
he
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1 1. REPORT OF APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMEN FOR SEASON 1gg2/g3 (DOCT'MENT
2793/23/ Aw)

11;1. The r"eport was noted.

12" REPORT OF ELECTION OF NATIONAL COUNCILLORS FOR SEASON 1gg2/g3 (DOCUMENT
'2813/23/ AW)

12..1. The report was noted. The meet-tng noted the addiLion of Mr H Stevens(Hertfordshire ) .

13. REPORT OF THE TREASURER, REPORT OF THE AUDITORS AND STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS
FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 1992.|3.1. The Treasurer said that he was of the opinion tha*t negrettably thefinancial out,look did not look good. He then went through the year end

accounts, pointing out that sponsorship, fV ineome and Sporfs Counci1
'grants were a1l- dovrn. Focus Sport programme minj-mum eost over the next

3 years would be S1501000 and to achieve a breakeven figure in return it
must generate increa'sed membershlp of 2O/,. It was now even moreimperati','e to ' obtain sponsonship. He then invitecl and answeredquestions on the acoounts. Travel costs and Committee costs r.Jere up dueto inereased activity in coaching and development. He regretted thatthe 851000 spent on sponsorshlp consultants had produced nothing. The
Chairman said that, without a Chief Exeeutivc there was a saving on

i:..un!3,185{, which had been invested in sponsorship seareh, Mr K Muhr
!u-1-]ro1 Keynes) congratulated the Treasurer on achieving a surplus, butfelt that in a push for increase<l membership, it might prove necessaryto go inbo deficit. Mr H Seruton (NURC) commented that vrithout bankinterest the Associat,ion would be in deficit on the annual accounts nor,r.
Tlre Chairman said that he was certain that the Association would not go
heavily lnlo debt. Mrs J L l'Iatts (Avon) proposed and Mrs A p Archdale(Cornr'rall) seconded that the Report, of the Treasurer, the Report of theAuditors and the Statement of Accounts be accepted. Camied on a showof hands

14. PRoPosED ALTERATToNS To RuLEs (pnoposED oN BEHALF oF LoNDoN crvrt, sgnvrcE
TTL BY MR B CLARK)

14"1 " PR0POSITIOI,I No. l
14.1"1. Amcncl rule 31"3.t: Adrl at endttOnce a ioeal league is affiliated to a

County Assoeiation, disaffiliation frorn thal County Association mayonly be alLowed in special circumstances at the clisereLion of the
I,lational Council. or

Mr B Clark stresseC that there was no quarrel with their CountyAssociation" FIis league was work-based in the county only and membersnearly all li"ved outside the area. Membership and pnemises vrere
dwindt-ing, whieh in'turn led to reduced ineome, They received nobenefit from the eounty, and eoulcl ilj- afford to contribute to itsfunds" ph" M Close (MiCdlesex) said that he r,rould oppose the mobj.on ona matt'er of prinoip.l.c. The object of a County was to promote tabletenni-s j-n general terms, and all leagues sfrouiO give modest help tocounty funds. The motion !{as put to the vote. Lost on a show of
hands

15. . rylI{ONS, RELATTNG TO THE LAWS OF TABLE TBNNTS (DOCUMENT 2805/1/AW)
(PROPOSED ON BEHALF OF NATIONAL COUNCIL BY MR L A CHAThIIN, NURC)15"1. i'IOTroN A (Proposed on behalf of the Natlonal couneil)

TEqT-thfs AGM direets the National Couneil to exercise its power under
RuLe 4?"7.1- and authorise any Local League which wishes to do so toallow the use of uncovered rackets in its domestic compe.:titions duringttre season 1992/93"
t'ir L A Chatr*in referrecl Lo the last AGl,l nhere comments were made thatItlabionel Counc j I just, rubber-stamped thc clirective anrl that it r{asunlikery that they would propose this motion again next year.

/continued
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15 "1. cont.
He reported that NationaL Council had discussed the motions at rength.l'1r G Trimming (slough) felt that the honeymoon period hras over and thatrTTF Rules should be adhered to. . The motion bras put to ine ,ote after ashotl of hands whieh showed a majority in favour, a ou"o 

-uot* 
was ealledfor. Carr_ied with 231068 votes for t ? .ZOO votes:,,against.15'2' ryIfa!-! (Proposed on behalf of the'Naiional counciri-

THAT this A0l'1 directs the National counelr to ;ili;-to open Tournaments,county ChampionshS-ps, British League, National Team Knock-outcompetitions and any other events covered by the ETTA comput,er ranklngscheme during the season lggl/g3 the folfowing iim reguLation(4"2.1.1"3) 3

"the surface of one slde of the'' racket shall be brrlght red and thesurface of the other side shalt be bLack, r,rhether o" not- u"tn""ij-,are used for striking the ball.rl
Carried on a shor.r of hands.
gEON_g (Proposed on behalf of the National Council)THAT this AGM directs t'he lrlationaL Council to authorise any countyAssociation or Local League which ,ri"rru"-'io-,ro-"o*1o';*; ?;" season1992/93 the regulation contained in l,fot,ion B for its ovm competit,ions,but so that no County Association shatl have- power to direct a LoealLeague to adopt if.for that, leaguers domestic competitions.t'lr. . G Trimming (slough) sougr,t crarirication as to rahether theauthorisation enabled member cl-ubs and ETTA Hegional committees to applythe regulation ln competitions run by them, r,lr a .I H hlickens (standing0rders committee) feli that eommon sense required that a club should beable to apply the reguJ.ation for 'a oomesiic; competition, iust as acounty Association-or tocal League could, and that a regional Committeewhich was part of the nationit governing body shourd be similarlyempowered" He suggested that the posifion shourd be clarified byamplifying l4otion C by a Supplementary i,lotlon ,THAT this AGM direcbs theNational counci] aooitionai:.y to authorlse any affiliated club orsubordinate part of the ETTA such as a Fegional Committee whlch wishesto do so to adopt, for the Season lgg}/3 the regulat,ion contained inMotion B for its ohrn domestie competitionsrr. carried on a show ofhands.

15"1{" ru3 (Proposed on behalf of the Nat,ional council)'r'tlAT this AoM notes that there are no changes ln the Laws of TabLeTennis as approved by the ETTA to take effeet for season 1gg2/g3.Noted.

- 15. ELECTION OF VICE PRESIDENTS16'1' The meeting agreed on ir," proposal of lhe chairnan on behaLf of Nationaluounei-L, to a further three year term for the retiring vice presidents:
H Frintonr.L [^I_Jones, F E criv, r,!rs E Betts, G M Daniels, J ],i l{cDonnerl,H T Edroards, T M Honey, D i-ploores, D R Tremayne, E Jones 1.ts8, J cIvieKim, g liross, Rev_ -B J Rowley, H J Hebb, H Albery, Mrs J

1F. ) Iiir:1"^1:r-Partcer, Mrs r.I cunninshar, l'w shiprey.ro'c' rne meet-ing agreed, on the proposal of bhe chatrman on behalf of the
']lational council, to the ereefion for a t,erm of three years of thefollor,ring additional Vice presidents:
J Arnordr_ G Gurney, E HiI1, T rnger-D schofield, R J stevens, c virliersand M 'r'Iolman. Messrs Gurney, Hiir, rnge, schofield and stevens werepresent to accept their badges to applause.

17. AWANDS

17'1' P-Y?ntaslalerg rhis was awarded to l,tr c R oakman as vjee chairman,lfarketing, for hG work on the china and Japanese toui.s and also asOrganiser of the caclbury's choeorate Break Eng,.ish open.17 '2 ' lhlcolm 
-sqctt -Award it i" was awardert to Mr I'I l,rt J Lewis, as vice@;t, for his ,ork in setting up the Regionaldevelopment committees and on the new Focus sport programme,

15.3,

/conti nrier{
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17.3. Victor Barna Awar$ This vns awarded to Llsa Lorms for her excellent
performance in winning the womenrs singles silver medal at the 1gg2
European Championships.
The meeting ',rished every sdccess to the England players competing in the
0lympics in Barcelona soon.

.

18. ELECTION OF AUDITONS
rt was agreed nem eon thab Messns spain Bros be re-elected.

19. ELECMON OF ONE MEMBER OF STAIIDING OBDERS COMMITTEE
The Cha j.rman expressed the Association t s thanks for the work of *,,he

Standlng Orders Committee, ft r{as agreed thai Mr K hlatts, retirlng
memben, be re-elected.

20" A}IY OTHER COMPETET{T BUSINESS 
.,'

24.1. I'ir S Parr (l',iarwiekshire) asked that details of the Supptementary Motion
to l{otion C be circulated,

20.2. ilir G Twiss (Shropshire) asked the meeting to join him in bhanking
Franagement Commit,tee for all lheir hard work. Applause.

20,3. Mr'-fi-{latrgood (Publ-i.c Relations) asked that consideraticn be given to
holdlng the AGI{ in Birmingham. The Chairrnan said Lhat i{ational Couneil
woul-d consider th'is.

2A ,4. lr{rs J Ransorne (l'lomen's Committee) felt that women should be given
greater representalion on committees a."nd Nationar council.

Ihgf being no furthe: business, the Chafu:man declared the meeting cLosed at,
5"12 pm. ' l


